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Turn the Adi card into a binding will
By Haaretz Editorial

Israel is near the bottom of the list for people's willingness to donate organs.
Even after one signs an Adi organ donor card allowing removal of organs after
death, the family's consent is required. 

This will remain the case under new legislation to regulate organ donation.
Consent by families is actually decreasing, and no law is going to solve this. 

There is no religious bar on organ donation that would explain the unwillingness
to donate. It seems to stem from some exaggerated respect for the dead at the
expense of the living - apparent not just in medicine. 
This week a frustrated
Holocaust survivor said the
state prefers to
commemorate those who
perished in the Holocaust
than to take care of its
survivors. The Israel
Defense Forces has put
soldiers' lives at risk on
several occasions to gather
body parts for burial. 

The shortage of donated
organs is a universal
problem, and every state
deals with it differently. In
Spain, for example,
hospitals are rewarded for
their success in obtaining organ donations and employ special teams for this
task. 

In the state of Massachusetts, the local organ donor's card is considered a will
that must be honored regardless of the family's position. In Belgium, Austria and
Singapore, people's willingness to donate organs after their death is presumed,
unless their wills specify otherwise. England is also on the verge of such
legislation. 

Presumed consent to donate organs is the best solution. While people have
difficulty filling in an Adi form when alive, they are usually indifferent to the idea

 Today Online
Israel rejects UN envoy's
bid to open talks on Shaba
Farms
Responses: 248

Aluf Benn: Iran nuclear
threat seems far more
frightening from Israel
Responses: 102

President Peres calls for
more inclusive definition of
Judaism
Responses: 72

FM Livni condemns
Belarusian President for
anti-Semitic jibe
Responses: 85

Firillas: On Armenia, what
can Turkey learn from
German reaction to
Holocaust
Responses: 33

Bar'el: Some Israeli
captives are more equal
than others
Responses: 13

More Headlines
20:11 Report: Syria dismantling
facility targeted by IAF

20:12 Hezbollah slams U.S. call
for 'partnership' with Lebanon
army

18:49 UN chief: Peace
conference decisions must get
UN okay

22:27 Court orders Winograd
Cmte. to reply to petition within
10 days

21:51 MKs threaten to topple
Chief Rabbinate kashrut
monopoly

21:31 Eight-time world surfing
champion in Israel to promote
peace

Special Offers
Advertisement

learn Hebrew online
with israel's best teachers.
Sign up for a trial lesson
today

Invest in Macedonia

Kosher Imported Cheese
Italian Parmigiano, French Bleu, Provolone, Camembert, Pecorino 
www.kosheritalia.com

Donor Network of America
Whole body donation from anywhere within 
the United States. 
biogift.org/05_forms.html

Organs for Organ Donors
A better way to donate your organs. It's free. It 
could save your life. 
www.LifeSharers.org

Aliya - Israel retirement
English speaking adult communities Apts, 
only $100K refundable deposit 
AssistedLiving.co.il

Donor Network of 
America
Whole body 
donation from 
anywhere within 
the United States. 
biogift.org/05_forms.html

Organs for Organ 
Donors
A better way to 
donate your 
organs. It's free. It 
could save your 
life. 
www.LifeSharers.org

Cut Transplant 
wait
Heart and Liver 
transplants Dont 
wait untill its too 
late 
www.Lam-International.co



Turn the Adi card into a binding will - Haaretz - Israel News http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/914146.html

2 of 2 8/6/2008 11:47 AM

of a post-death donation. However, the likelihood of Knesset legislation to this
effect is nil. 

MK Otniel Schneller has submitted a private bill to determine the time of death.
The bone of contention is whether the time of death is when the heart stops
beating or when the brain stops functioning. Schneller believes that an
agreement between the religious and medical establishments on this matter
would increase the public's willingness to donate. As it did in Italy, for example.
Every effort must be made to solve this shameful situation of organ donation - in
which even the families of those who have received organ transplants refuse to
donate organs after death. 

To shorten the long waiting lists, mainly the hundreds who need a kidney
donation every year, the proposed law would reward kidney donors financially.
This is intended to reduce the black market trade in human organs and
institutionalize the legal reward. 

The clause stipulating to reward the donor during his lifetime for an organ to be
removed after death is much more significant. 

Payment for organs from the dead is much more morally sound and does not
tempt poor people to sell their organs. 

If the Adi card becomes a legally binding will, and this is accompanied by a
massive public opinion campaign to sign one plus a financial reward, perhaps
the situation would improve, and organ donation from the living would no longer
be necessary.
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