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Turn the Adi card into a binding will

By Haaretz Editorial

Israel is near the bottom of the list for people's willingness to donate organs.
Even after one signs an Adi organ donor card allowing removal of organs after
death, the family's consent is required.

This will remain the case under new legislation to regulate organ donation.
Consent by families is actually decreasing, and no law is going to solve this.

There is no religious bar on organ donation that would explain the unwillingness
to donate. It seems to stem from some exaggerated respect for the dead at the
expense of the living - apparent not just in medicine.

This week a frustrated
Holocaust survivor said the
state prefers to
commemorate those who
perished in the Holocaust
than to take care of its
survivors. The Israel
Defense Forces has put
soldiers' lives at risk on
several occasions to gather
body parts for burial.

The shortage of donated
organs is a universal
problem, and every state
deals with it differently. In
Spain, for example,
hospitals are rewarded for
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their success in obtaining organ donations and employ special teams for this

task.

In the state of Massachusetts, the local organ donor's card is considered a will
that must be honored regardless of the family's position. In Belgium, Austria and
Singapore, people's willingness to donate organs after their death is presumed,
unless their wills specify otherwise. England is also on the verge of such

legislation.

Presumed consent to donate organs is the best solution. While people have
difficulty filling in an Adi form when alive, they are usually indifferent to the idea
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of a post-death donation. However, the likelihood of Knesset legislation to this
effect is nil.

23:04 Egypt arrests 18 Eritreans
planning to sneak into Israel

18:56 Musharraf calls strike on
Bhutto convoy 'plot against
democracy'

MK Otniel Schneller has submitted a private hill to determine the time of death.
The bone of contention is whether the time of death is when the heart stops
beating or when the brain stops functioning. Schneller believes that an
agreement between the religious and medical establishments on this matter
would increase the public's willingness to donate. As it did in Italy, for example.
Every effort must be made to solve this shameful situation of organ donation - in
which even the families of those who have received organ transplants refuse to
donate organs after death.

18:13 Iran says ready to help
nations develop nuclear programs

19:14 Blair gets early backing in
race to be EU's first president
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To shorten the long waiting lists, mainly the hundreds who need a kidney
donation every year, the proposed law would reward kidney donors financially.
This is intended to reduce the black market trade in human organs and
institutionalize the legal reward.

Select Day

The clause stipulating to reward the donor during his lifetime for an organ to be
removed after death is much more significant.

Payment for organs from the dead is much more morally sound and does not
tempt poor people to sell their organs.

If the Adi card becomes a legally binding will, and this is accompanied by a
massive public opinion campaign to sign one plus a financial reward, perhaps
the situation would improve, and organ donation from the living would no longer
be necessary.

Subscribe to Print Edition

..Bookmark to del.icio.us
Digg It! new

Hip Hop Rabbi

Marc Schneier is on a mission
to improve Jewish-Muslim
relations.

Man in a trap

Olmert has a mandate from his
people, but it will not help him
in light of his moral weakness

5 send your response
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perversion
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donation?
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perversion!

7. Organ Donations Lead to Life 18:51 | Lev 19/10/07

8. MDA 20:14 | Shuki 19/10/07

Tap

http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/914146.html

New Business Heaven in
Europe

Long-term Israel
programs

MASA is your gateway.
More programs. More
grants.

Eldan Rent a Car

Israel's leading car rental
company offers you a 20%
discount on all online
reservations

JOIN FREE AT
JDATE.COM

The most popular online
Jewish dating community
in the world! Explore the
possibilities! Click Here!
Dead Sea Salt
Beauty and skin care from
the Dead Sea. Coupon
code HAARETZ for 10%
off!

Israeli History
Documentaries.
Own a piece of Israel?s
treasured past.
Junkyard

Junk a car - get free

towing nationwide and a
tax-deductible receipt.

Holiday Inn and
Crown Plaza Israel
Lowest internet rate

Guaranteed at
ichotelsgroup.com !

@ HAMMERSITE.COM

Marc
Chagall

Tsreli and International Art

Home | TV | Print Edition | Diplomacy | Opinion | Arts & Leisure | Sports | Jewish World | Underground | Site rules

© Copyright 2008 Haaretz. All rights reserved

8/6/2008 11:47 AM



