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“Cornea donation is a great merit
for the deceased, being that the body — which
was about to disintegrate — has been used for a
Mitzvah, and this will give them peace of mind in
the Afterlife. Even if the organ will be transplanted
from the eye of a deceased Jew to the eye of a
living non-Jew, there is nothing wrong with that,
since today we are the givers and tomorrow the
receivers. Also, by doing so we show love to all
human beings, regardless of religious affiliation
—we are all God's creatures. God is hurting, as it
were, even for non-Jews who die. We can now
conclude that if the eye of a deceased Jew will be
transplanted to a living non-Jew, it will be as if the
Jew has physically performed a Mitzvah which will
comfort his soul in the world to come, and would
definitely not cause pain or disgrace.” [Mayim
Qedoshim, 109, Meknes, Adar I, 1951]

Rabbi Ratzon Arusi

Yemenite Community

Rav of Kiryat Ono and Member
of Chief Rabbinate’s Council

“...when damage to the brain-
stem is complete and irreversible
and organs are needed to save the lives of other
people, a bet din should oversee the life-saving
organ transplantation and their removal should be
performed respectfully.” [Techumin Vol. 32, 2012]
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“A beating heart is not in and of
itself a sign of human life. What is

a person? The brain! Take out his
brain and he is not a human being at all. Here the
ventilator is sustaining his body, his organs, but he -
the person - is dead. And therefore it is permissible
to transplant the heart from one person to save
another person.” [Video interview at www.hods.org]
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“Death by a human being
is determined by the brain.
During the time of the Talmud, brain death
was not relevant. All they had to check was
external signs such as breathing or heartbeat.
The ruling then was that irreversible cessation CHACHAM ELIYAHU BEN-HAIM
of autonomous breathing is death. And we e
know today that the brain controls breathing. ] Sepharcic Bet D of Queeis
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I absolutely support organ donation, because -

it saves lives. The brain dead person is dead Comnmunity; HOD
and if the heart is still beating this allows you ' ¥ paaencorgn

to donate it and other organs. The organs | A TS0
should go to whomever needs it, without any T ————
distinction between Jew and non-Jew.” [Video
interview at www.hods.org]
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“If the brain is dead he is
dead because it is as if he is
decapitated. He is dead even though the heart is Emargancy Cantact KRR RERERRKR e reas
still beating through the support of a ventilator.
He is dead according to modern medicine and he
is dead according to Halacha. It is very important
to donate organs at this point and save 8 lives. It
is a big mitzvah!” [Letter to Rabbi Ronnie Hasson,
M.D., March 8, 2016]
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“..when one can see that the brain is dead Donor Society

and there is no blood flowing to it and it has
started to break down, he is dead just as if he
had been decapitated. Since as long as there is
no life in his head it is as if there is no head at
all. The still-living tissue in his heart and other
organs, is only due to the work of mechanical DONOR SOCIETY
ventilation which is similar to blowing air into P.0. BOX 693 NEW YORK, NY 10108-0693
a balloon which has no bearing on whether the 212-213-5087

person is alive or not.” [Ruach Yakov, Page 122] WWW.HODS.ORG ~ ADMIN@HODS.ORG

Phone: %% - %% - ¥%¥%

Emergency Contact: %% %% % % %¥%¥¥%¥ Work/Mobile: %% - ¥ %% - %% %%

SUPPORT THE WORK OF
THE HALACHIC ORGAN




