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By Tonya Ingram, Angelo Reid, Melissa Bein and Maddi Bertrand Video by Kendall Ciesemier

In the video Op-Ed above, people on the organ wait list argue that it’s time for the
government to step in, provide oversight and require transparency in the organ recovery
system. Research shows that organ procurement organizations (O.P.O.s), responsible for
recovering organs, are inefficient and lack accountability. While a record number of organs
have been transplanted in the past five years, that is not evidence of a well-working system:
These numbers are bloated by a recent increase in opioid-related deaths.

In May, the White House released its unified agenda to set priorities for the Department of
Health and Human Services. A rule was proposed to address and make changes to the
standards used to evaluate O.P.O. performance. It’s now up to H.H.S. to determine what kind
of change to make. To add your support for standardized O.P.O. metrics, sign this petition.

Tonya Ingram (@TonyaSIngram) is a 27-year-old waiting for a kidney in Los Angeles. Angelo Reid is waiting for a
kidney in Brooklyn, N.Y. Melissa Bein is a former clinical director at an organ procurement organization. Maddi
Bertrand, 19, is waiting for new lungs in Glen Ellyn, Ill.
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11,000 Americans Will
Die Waiting for
Transplants This Year
People on the organ wait list say it s̓ time for the
government to step in.
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https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/ajt.14391
https://healthcare.utah.edu/publicaffairs/news/2018/05/nejm-opioid.php
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=201904&RIN=0938-AU02
https://www.change.org/p/stopwaitingforanorgan-no-more-lives-lost-to-an-outdated-system?use_react=false
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